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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The instant application having Application No. 1 0564646 filed on January 1 3, 
2006 is presented for examination by the examiner. 

Priority 

2. As required bye M.P.E.P. 201 .14(c), acknowledgement is made of applicant's 
claim for priority based on applications filed on July 15, 2003 (PCT/JP03/09002). 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because figures 3, 4, and 5 lack legends in the 
boxes indicating what each box is. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 



Application/Control Number: 10/564,646 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2432 

the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on January, 13 2006 has 
been acknowledged. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 

CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the 
examiner. 

Specification 

5. The disclosure is objected to because on page 1 2, line 1 1 , it states the fifth 
invention is different from the fifth invention. Correction is required. See MPEP 

§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 4 and 3 are identical. 

7. Claims 14 and 13 have identical limitation but depend on claims 4 and 3 
respectively. Claims 4 and 3 are identical therefore claims 14 and 13 are identical as 
well. 



Application/Control Number: 10/564,646 
Art Unit: 2432 



Page 4 



Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $112 1 s t 

8. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

9. Claims 7-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The claims recite the limitation of a recording 
medium being a metal, ceramic and electronic medium. The specification does not 
sufficiently explain what they are. Applicant is asked to give examples of such 
mediums. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $112 2^ 

10. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



1 1 . Claims 7-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The claims recite the limitation of a recording 
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medium being a metal, ceramic and electronic medium. The specification does not 
explain what they are. Therefore the scope of the claims is not definite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 

12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 3. Claims 1 -20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Taguchi et al. (US patent # 7,065,786 B2) 

As per claim 1, Taguchi discloses An individual authentication method using a 
recording medium comprising: a. the registration information forming step of registering 
both user information including at least one information unit known by a user to be 
registered in authentication and non-user information including at least one information 
unit unknown by the user in the recording medium in advance to form registration 
information; - Taguchi, column 1 , lines 30 through 42, password which is dependent on 
user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and hence stored 
i.e. registered 

b. the registration information issuing step of issuing at least one of the 
registration information and access information to access a registered medium to the 
user; - Taguchi, column 1 , lines 30 through 42, password which is dependent on user is 
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registered, column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. 
registered, the registered password is stored on a recording medium, to compare the 
values the device will have access to the recording medium 

c. the registration information presenting step of causing a user candidate to 
present registration information directly or indirectly recorded on the recording medium 
by using a recording medium owned by the user candidate in user authentication; - 
Taguchi, column 1, lines 32 through 42, authentication is done using password which 
contains information user knows such as birthday and name of acquaintance and 
column 9, lines 30 through 47, information user does not know such as the time 
requirements 

d. the user information selecting step of causing the user candidate to select the 
user information in the presented registration information; - Taguchi , figure 2, user 
selects categories and answers authentication questions 

and e. the user authentication step of authenticating the user candidate as the 
user only when the user candidate selects the user information in the registration 
information. - Taguchi , figure 8, password created by user selection is compared to 
registered information 

As per claim 2, Taguchi discloses An individual authentication method using a 
recording medium comprising: 

a. the registration information forming step of registering both user information 
including at least one information unit known by a user to be registered in authentication 
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and non-user information including at least one information unit unknown by the user for 
user authentication in the recording medium built in an electronic device in advance to 
form registration information; - Taguchi, column 1, lines 30 through 42, password which 
is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and 
hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is stored on a recording medium 

b. the registration information issuing step of issuing access information to 
access the recording medium on which the registered information to the user; -Taguchi, 
column 1 , lines 30 through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, 
column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the 
registered password is stored on a recording medium, to compare the values the device 
will have access to the recording medium 

c. the registration information presenting step of causing a user candidate to 
access the recording medium of the electronic device by the access information owned 
by the user candidate to present registration information recorded on the recording 
medium; - Taguchi , figure 2, user selects categories and answers authentication 
questions, the categories and information displayed are from the recording device 

d. the user information selecting step of causing the user candidate to select the 
user information presented by the recording medium of the electronic device on an 
authentication management side; - Taguchi , figure 2, user selects categories and 
answers authentication questions, the categories and information displayed are from the 
recording device 
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and e. the user authentication step of authenticating the user candidate as the 
user only when the user candidate selects the user information in the registration 
information. - Taguchi, figure 8, password created by user selection is compared to 
registered information 

As per claims 3 and 4, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication 
method using a recording medium according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the user 
information is selected from any one of a long-term memory and an episode memory of 
the user. -In the applicant specification page 18, episode memory is a type of long-term 
memory therefore if a password contains episode memory it contains long-term 
memory, Taguchi, column 4, lines 33 through 39, the password contain elements of 
birthday, birthplace, acquaintances, alma mater year etc... 

As per claim 5, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication method using 
a recording medium according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the non-user information is non- 
user information synthesized on the basis of the user information. - Taguchi, column 9, 
lines 30 through 47, information user does not know such as the time requirements, the 
time requirement is dependent on the user and the time it takes them to authenticate 
themselves so it is based on the user information 

As per claim 6, Taguchi discloses An individual authentication system using a 
recording medium, the recording medium being constituted by a memory function by 
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using an electronic device in which a memory function is built, the memory function 
having functions of: registration information recording means which registers both user 
information including at least one information unit known by a user to be registered in 
authentication and non-user information including at least one information unit unknown 
by the user for user authentication in the recording medium in advance to record 
registration information; - Taguchi, column 1, lines 30 through 42, password which is 
dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and 
hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is stored on a recording medium 

and access information recording means which records access information 
given to the user, comprising an authentication computer having: access information 
comparison determining means which confirms, when a user candidate inputs access 
information, that the access information is access information given to the user 
candidate in user authentication; registration presenting means which outputs the 
registration information recorded on the registration information recording means on the 
basis of generation of a confirmation signal from the access information determining 
means; user information determining means which compares input user information 
selected from the presented registration information with the recorded user information 
for authentication; - Taguchi, column 1 , lines 30 through 42, password which is 
dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and 
hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is stored on a recording medium, 
to compare the values the device will have access to the recording medium 
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and an authentication signal generating means which generates an 
authentication signal to the electronic device in which the recording medium is built on 
the basis of authentication determination of the user information determining means to 
permit the user to use the electronic device. - Taguchi, figure 8, password created by 
user selection is compared to registered information, if there is a match a match signal 
is outputted hence allowing access 

As per claim 7, Taguchi discloses An individual authentication system using a 
recording medium, the recording medium being managed by a user as recording means 
such as paper, a metal, ceramics, a magnetic medium, an optical medium, and 
electronic medium having a recording function, the recording medium having functions 
of: registration information recording means which registers both user information 
including at least one information unit known by the user to be registered in 
authentication and non-user information including at least one information unit unknown 
by the user for user authentication in advance to record registration information; - 
Taguchi, column 1 , lines 30 through 42, password which is dependent on user is 
registered, column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. 
registered, the registered password is stored on a recording medium 

and access information recording means which records access information given 
to respective recording media, comprising: an authentication computer having: access 
information comparison determining means which confirms, when a user candidate 
inputs access information, that the access information is access information given to the 
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user candidate in user authentication; user information determining means which 
compares input user information selected from registration information with the recorded 
user information for authentication on the basis of generation of a confirmation signal 
from the access information determining means; - Taguchi, column 1, lines 30 through 
42, password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data 
entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is stored on 
a recording medium, to compare the values the device will have access to the recording 
medium 

and an authentication signal generating means to generate an authentication 
signal to the electronic device to be authenticated by the recording medium on the basis 
of authentication determination of the user information determining means. - Taguchi, 
figure 8, password created by user selection is compared to registered information, if 
there is a match a match signal is outputted hence allowing access 

As per claim 8, Taguchi discloses An individual authentication system using a 
recording medium, the recording medium being managed by a user as recording means 
such as paper, a metal, ceramics, a magnetic medium, an optical medium, and 
electronic medium having a recording function, the recording medium having a function 
of access information recording means which records access information given to 
respective recording media, - Taguchi, column 1, lines 30 through 42, password which 
is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and 
hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is stored on a recording medium 
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comprising: an authentication computer having: access information comparison 
determining means which confirms, when a user candidate inputs access information, 
that the access information is access information given from the recording medium to 
the user candidate in user authentication; registration information presenting means 
which outputs the registration information recorded by the registration information 
recording means on the basis of generation of a confirmation signal from the access 
information determining means; user information determining means which compares 
input user information selected from the presented registration information with the 
recorded user information for authentication; - Taguchi, column 1 , lines 30 through 42, 
password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time of data entry 
is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is stored on a 
recording medium, to compare the values the device will have access to the recording 
medium 

and an authentication signal generating means to generate an authentication 
signal to the electronic device to be authenticated by the recording medium on the basis 
of authentication determination of the user information determining means. - Taguchi, 
figure 8, password created by user selection is compared to registered information, if 
there is a match a match signal is outputted hence allowing access 

As per claim 9, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication system using a 
recording medium according to claim 6, 7, or 8, wherein the user information is selected 
from any one of a long-term memory and an episode memory of the user. - In the 
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applicant specification page 18, episode memory is a type of long-term memory 
therefore if a password contains episode memory it contains long-term memory, 
Taguchi, column 4, lines 33 through 39, the password contain elements of birthday, 
birthplace, acquaintances, alma mater year etc... 

As per claim 10, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication system using 
a recording medium according to claim 6, 7 or 8, wherein at least one of the user 
information is an information unit for an unwilling authentication signal used when user 
authentication is performed despite the intention of the user. - in the applicant's 
specification on page 19, unwilling user authentication is authenticating the user against 
there will. i.e. if a user wants access to a system whether they want to authenticate or 
not they have to. Taguchi, column 9, lines 10 through 21 , only users who are authorized 
and authenticated can gain access to systems 

As per claim 11, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication system using 
a recording medium according to claim 6, 7 or 8, wherein the non-user information is 
non-user information synthesized on the basis of the user information. - Taguchi, 
column 1 , lines 30 through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, 
column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the 
registered password is stored on a recording medium, the password is a combination of 
categories and the answers within the categories. Synthesized by definition means 
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combining parts. Taguchi teaches a password which is combined of parts known to user 
and no known 

As per claim 12, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication system using 
a recording medium according to claim 6, 7 or 8, wherein pieces of individual 
registration information and pieces of access information are held. -Taguchi, column 1, 
lines 30 through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 
40 time of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered 
password is stored on a recording medium 

As per claims 13 and 14, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication 
method using a recording medium according to claim 3, wherein the non-user 
information is non-user information synthesized on the basis of the user information. - 
Taguchi, column 1 , lines 30 through 42, password which is dependent on user is 
registered, column 9, line 40 time of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. 
registered, the registered password is stored on a recording medium, the password is a 
combination of categories and the answers within the categories. Synthesized by 
definition is combining parts. Taguchi teaches a password which is combined of parts 
known to user and no known 

As per claim 15, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication system using 
a recording medium according to claim 9, wherein at least one of the user information is 
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an information unit for an unwilling authentication signal used when user authentication 
is performed despite the intention of the user. - in the applicant's specification on page 
1 9, unwilling user authentication is authenticating the user against there will. i.e. if a 
user wants access to a system whether they want to authenticate or not they have to. 
Taguchi, column 9, lines 1 0 through 21 , only users who are authorized and 
authenticated can gain access to systems 

As per claim 16, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication system using 
a recording medium according to claim 9, wherein the non-user information is non-user 
information synthesized on the basis of the user information. - Taguchi, column 1, lines 
30 through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 
time of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered 
password is stored on a recording medium, the password is a combination of categories 
and the answers within the categories. Synthesized by definition means combining 
parts. Taguchi teaches a password which is combined of parts known to user and no 
known 

As per claim 17, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication system using 
a recording medium according to claim 10, wherein the non-user information is non-user 
information synthesized on the basis of the user information. - Taguchi, column 1, lines 
30 through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 
time of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered 
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password is stored on a recording medium, the password is a combination of categories 
and the answers within the categories. Synthesized by definition means combining 
parts. Taguchi teaches a password which is combined of parts known to user and no 
known 

As per claim 18, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication system using 
a recording medium according to claim 9, wherein pieces of individual registration 
information and pieces of access information are held. - Taguchi, column 1, lines 30 
through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time 
of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is 
stored on a recording medium 

As per claim 19, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication system using 
a recording medium according to claim 10, wherein pieces of individual registration 
information and pieces of access information are held. - Taguchi, column 1, lines 30 
through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time 
of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is 
stored on a recording medium 

As per claim 20, Taguchi discloses The individual authentication system using 
a recording medium according to claim 11, wherein pieces of individual registration 
information and pieces of access information are held. - Taguchi, column 1 , lines 30 
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through 42, password which is dependent on user is registered, column 9, line 40 time 
of data entry is compared and hence stored i.e. registered, the registered password is 
stored on a recording medium 

Conclusion 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Kanaan whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3906. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the above noted Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the Examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron, can be reached at the following telephone 
number: (571)272-3799. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/SIMON KANAAN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2432 

/Gilberto Barron Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



